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A 2T| Cl.lltl.lre- though it cannot, as a rule, be plowed HARRY FARMER'S TALKS. reason to mi«s our stocking! There A BTUDY OF VARIETIES, b, urn comes first with 29 104 crates,

THE VALUER OF LEVEL TERRACES,

¥r. Bl cknsll Feplies toe Mr Coolman and
}xplains Some Points in His Previous Let-

ter
Qor ~=pomndence of The Progressive Farmer.

] thank Mr CHrolman for his oriti
oism of my artisle on level terracing.
I sae that I was not sofficiently ex
pliit. I ~ill now try to be so.

He i8 right as to its danger. Bat
t¢hat ita only when it is not properly
snd thoronghly done. All bad ter
racing &nd bad hillside ditching i=
dangerous. Level terracing badly
dope is infinitely more go.

In lavel terracing there must be

A TERRACE FOR EVERY THREE FEET
of fall, the distance between the ter
races, of oourse, being dependsnt on
whether tne tield slopes gradaally or
rapidly, The right way ia to go to
t$he to) of the hill and run one ter
race three feet below that apex ani
80 on down every three feet.

Beonndly, tne terraoce

MUSC BE ACCURATELY RUN.
Cheapsr levels withoat telescopes
oan ba mnsed, but we use one made
specially for the purpose, provided
with sma4ll telascope, spirit level and
adjust'nz socrews. It cost $25, bat
one would answer for a whole neigh
borhood, and being most substan-
tislly made of brass will last fora gen
eration [ 0onsider it about the best
investment made in my $wenty-niove
years' exeriance as a business man
8) scourate is it that I oo uld =et itin
one plice and ran off a ditch or ter
race 300 wvards distant, deteoting g
variation of half an inch, or &wven
less.

Thirdly, the banka on the lower
side 0/ esch tarrace must w8 once be
THROWN UP HIGH AND STR 'NG

We have at last hit upon an idea'
t¢wo-horse plow for the purpose It
has a very large swivel wing, whioh
at every tarn is swung over 80 as t.
throw the farrow down hill. The
terrace line marked «ff with amal
stakes and then a farrow, begin at
t¢his farrow with your hiliside plow,
pl 'wing back ward and forward along
the terrace line and ab .ve i, throw
ing each furrow down hill. Mr
Couolman ard all gnod faurmers under
gtand this. C.ntinue thus until suy
a dozen furrows are run Taen be
gin ag .in on the lower side of ram:
terrace and repeat the plowing four,
five or six times, plowing two or
three inrrows wilsa every time ¢il!
the bank i1s two feet hizh and say
twenty to thirty farrows broad.

If praoticuble each of these plow
ings ¢ uld be continued higher uu
or even to the 1 wer side of the ter-
race anbove. This would inv.lve
some six plowings of the whole field,
which i® much more than the aver-
age faurmer can even think of. B -
sides, if all done at once, it would
leave a strip bare of soil several feet
broad just below each terrace, caused
by she shifting of s»il drwn hill in
the ploaing to form the terrace By
plowing tha terruces only, five or six
times and the intervening 8paoces

ynoa or t sice exch year, the soil wil
be gradaally shifted down hill and
the settiing of the water in this bare

trin—which it will do more or leax
as it is more or less of adepressi n—
will i tle by littie make it the rich
est 'art of the atrip

Proper terracing involves gfoms
outl.y f r proper implements—tae
rdinary hiliside flow is a toy—and

Bat its advantages ar:
From all indications 11

xome labor
Immense.
will tally
B E THE VALUE OF ALL OUR LAND
<, npoarently much less, thun
vawrs The advantages ure 8
Vir o srewt over sloping terraces tha'
we discarding them entirely
Wit a few years we shall bave
ur rollir g and hilly land a series of
#vul stuirstaps, or rather have eao!
bet ween the terracea slopin:
- b1l That is constant plowing,
iriwing every furrow down hill,
will muke the upper edge of this
#tip lhwer than the lower end, if !
may he allowed a H.berniocism. This
will, ul'-nost nb-olutely,
FREVENT ALL WABSHING,
the wuter jargely soaking into the
#oil whers it falls, to its gradual en
richment  Land thus treated suffers
appreciubly less from droughs,

]

Birin

as soon after a rain. _

I am sure that an observant gen
tleman like' Mr. Colman has often
notioed the beneficial effect of a
chanoe made mnatural $errace. He
has seen & road or hedgerow run
about level around a hill, and the
grass and weed selvage of the road
oatch the soil washed down till it
leveled up and became the riochest
part of the field, while the s :l be
low washed away. Thisis the end
sought in level terracing, only thata
series of terraces will leave no part
of the fiald to wash away.

This end ocan never be attained or
even approached by

A FALLING TERRACE

All that oan be done is to catoh
the water at intervals and carry it
 ff more slowly than it would natur
ally run. The slope between the
torraces is little if ever lessened
[rue the cotton or corn beds oan con-
trol the water better than oar flat
strawberry beds and let it dow’n
more graduslly into the run above
the sloping terrace. Bat washing
rains are most apt o come in =pring
when the lani is freshly plowed and
hefore tue cotton or corn beds are
bunilt np. Moreover, the b st svatem
of farming condemns these beds and
advisex leve! culture.

Sloping terracses are very much
hbetter than none at all. Bat the
Jdenl system 18 heyond question that
of level terraces.

Now as to
THE STABILITY OF LEVEL TERR\ACES.

Thne spriog ot 19J1 saw she most
disastrous wa-hing rains that have
fallen here within living memory.
We had a grod deal of land freshly
tarracel. Where the tferraces were
inc mplete, not properly run, or
with too much fall between t.em,
they broke and gave 8 me trouble
Taose properly run and ocoumpleted
sto d like tue house built on the
rock. Those terraces with their
fringe of gr«s whioh we from the
first allow s0 grow three feet wide
along the crest—mowing the weeds
—will nexs spring and summer be
uble t) defy alin 8t the weather thut
Noah suw.

As it happened cur completed ter-
ruces were «n the very worst land we
hal as to holding. 1t wes both hilly
an | sandy and tue sand icocioned to
drifs. Oaly cne of these bruke, and
toat at u low place caused by un error

in runuing off.
O. W. BLACKNALL.
Vance Co., N. C.

NEITHER THEURY NOR PRACTICE
SHOULD STAND ALONE.

No advocate of agrionitural ednoa
$ion has ever maintained tnat mere
staly, even of broks on agricuitare,
will fit a young man for farmiog
Far from it. We are woll aware
tnut nothing cun taks the plaocs of a
thoroagh apprenticaship in vvery d=
partmeas of farm work, and that no
amouns of the ) ekical, or sven oruo
ticsl knowledge of the minatest de
$ails o4n attaln success, withoratgo d
managem-snt and the ocon-tant exer
oise of in 1u<try, pradence, and #c 'n
omy. What we d) msntain 18 thu:
neither theory nor practcs sho.ld
stand alone ; bas that shey should g
hand 1n haod, and the farn appren
$i '@ reciiv) mmstruotion tn bosa. Lo
fuot, we are unable to »ea how aunj
one can d rubt tue state. nent t1at the
young man who has chosea agrion
rare as his oocapation, will be beus
fited by acqusintiog him+elf with tae
sxperiences of the most saoce=sf
farmera, by stadying their practice
and disoussing the princ ples an
muxims whioh guide them on the
way to0 success —Dr. James Mils,
President Oansario Agricaitural Co -
loge.

— ——

President Roosevelt has gone on
racord as opposed to chopping off
orees’ taila in servile imitation of
#nglish oade, and has filled hiastables
vith Hambletonians, with fine flow-
ng tails, such as nature has endowed
rnem with. It is t» be hoped that
she Pres.dent's example will be fol-
owed by thut branch of ‘‘society"
vho sneeze when shoee in high
slaces take snuff, and the worse than
foolish oumastom of docking will lose

caste.—~arm and Ranch.

LVI.
'orrespondence of The Progressive Farmer,
The Civil War closed in April, and
we were then old envugh to enj 'y all
the *pris of the swaall boy. It wase

the Christmas of thut year when we
had

OUR FIRST EXPERIENCE WITH BSANTA
CLALS

We were told how he traveled
around with his wagon drawn by a
reindesr with long bran - hing horns
and would come dorwn the chimney
with €0 many nice things to put in
the stock'ngs of the little ones. We
.ust wanted Christmas to come! We

o mmenced preparing for it the last
of Votober,

There were reveral of wus and
motaer had to knit our s'ockings,
[oe skeins had to be held while she
wound the yarn on the ball, and as
we were the oldest boy, it full to our
lot to hold the skeins. In order to
keep us from going to sleep, she
would tell us the many ssories of
Santa Cinus uns 1 we beocame 80 im-
patient for th« time to cowme.

A PIG TO FATTEN.

Two or three tuues u weak we had
to count the number of Suniays be-
f )re Christmas would ¢ me. Would
it ever come? Coud we waii? It
was firat nine week+, then eigut
weeka, toen reven weeks and then
«ix weeks before we could notice any-
shing being done for the greatest,
grandest and best time of tue whole
year. The pig to turnish eaun-age,
pudding, spare-ribs and ba kbone
wus pus 1n the pen made of 1.ice new
rauils just out of the long leaf pine
Ot c urse, we had to help. Some of
the rails were too heavy for us to
I, but we did all thut we ecoauld,
Che first thing done was to lay the
floor, atter which we made the pen
and put in some straw. When the
pig was brough+t and putin. He was
a year old or more, for psople thought
4 pig younger than that was not fis
t0 ent. He was a bright cherry red,
long and slender, with bristles as
1 ng us your hand. Wae did not dare
t0 g too clwse ot first for he would
smack his m uth and make such a
terribla groan that it would make
the hair rise on our head«, but we
had to go to see him a dvz-+n times »
day and give him wome bread, sweet
potatoes, acorns and anything that
we thought he would eat. It wasa »
woek or more before he would ear
while we were near. We thought of
Christmas and Santa Claus every
time we wens to thas pig pen.

THE SE «SON DRAWS NEAR.

One uight motier finished our
stockings and we hung it up over
the fire place to =ee how it would
look. We wondered if Santa Claus
would give any more than he did to’
otber chiliren

At luxt the great time was draw.
ing neurer, fur the turkey and chiok-
ens were cauzht and put in the ocoops
«r fatten. M ther had fini<hed all
the stockings and wus making cur
new oloth-s, which she had jnsr

voven in the cld lvom We quir
¢runting week«n wund jnst couat: d
tnve We would hang uo that ne
«t nking almost every night to be
snre t1 have it all right. We won
lered muny times how it would look
vhen the m:nv nica things were init.
THE FINAL PREPARATIONS

Wa ocounred azain, 18 was bat two
m re nights, xnd then the g-e4t time
vounld eme Ths b ier. was pow
fillad with sweet pHrtat w8 t0 bymade
nt> pirs. (The people in this #eo
tjon use Aawees potatoes, jist 48 peo-
e d)» pumpkina at the North, for
making pies ) We woun!d =tay around
the kitchen, and if perchance a pie

-as8 moorched it was given t) us to
ast While the cook would hate
snach a mishap, it only made us
happy when we peeped under and
31w gome black s)ots. The oo king
was done in a large fire p ace and
apiders and nvens were used instead
of a stove. We were told to patsom=
wood on and under the oven in which
the pies were buked. The cooko'ten
scolded us for making too muoh fire.

Night came on and we were told
that Santa Clauns did not like chil
dren that did n ot wish their feet at
night, so we must try to do this j b
better than ever. How parsicular
we were tha$ he should not have any

T A

was one job that we did not like, but
it must be dome, for its mneglect
would mar the lovrks of everything,
and that was to sweep the yard. 8o
we harried ff to ths woods and
gathered some limbs from the low
dog wood treea to make brooms.” The
0ld oak and hickory trees jnet seemed
to n8 as if they wanted to socatter
more leaves, acorns«, hickory nuts
annd shells over the yard at this par
tionlur time than ever before. Bs

fore night the leaves and other trash
wers not $o bhe seen in that vard.

Tais was the last night before we
would hang our stocking to receive
the blassed gifts. We weut to fleep
thinking of Santa Claus. E.rly next
morning we were told that there
were many things to be done. The
turkey and ohickens mnst be kille |
and u large lot of wood must be car
rited to the house. We must not
have any work to do on Christmax
dav.

All of these johs were finished by
night and we were very tirad. Bnt
lonk, yomder toward the store!
Thare was a huge ball of fire thrown
this way and that Way, some time=
high up in the air. !'be bovs hada
gme §) an old surpentine still and
wet a ball of cotton with spirits of
tarpentine and bad retf it afire and
were throwing it around just hke
boys throw & bascsball. We wore
too amall, or at least t00 scarad, ¢
hel y1n shie eports. 8 after they had
»urnt $wo balls of cotton we went

home,
CHRISTMAS NIGHT.

It was abous six o'clock when we
egtered the homsi. Father was in
ons ocomner reading. Mother+ had
one :{ the yonogest child en iz her
lap getting him to sleep Nowx we
had S /me oontenticn ab mut which
nail esch ona of us should have.
Inet we agreed and hung up our
stockings and went to bed, but n .t
to sleap, for we luy there liatening
for old Sanra Claus., Bas at lass tir.d
nature ooald hold out no longer, 8o
we were soon in the land of dreams

About balf pasts three o'clock we
waked up and lay there a wxhile roli
inz on first one side then on the
other. It was not long before we
discovered that we were nut the
mly one awake, for one of our
brothers ask=d us if it were not time
t0o get up. We talked in a whisper
ut first, then outloud ; the nexst thing
was 50 jamp out of bed and run into
the mitt'ng room and make a light,
which was easily done by putting a
piesa of pitch pine on the bed of onk
o ml4, Yes therea were the marks
in the back of the chimnsy. Now
the fire lighs showed a lot of little
stockings full away nhovs the heels

We hesitated a minute, then took
hHid snd telt to see if there really
was anything in them. At last we
ran cur hanil down and drew~ cuta
aing red aople, then some rai«ins,
nuta of diffsrent kinds, su’h as Enz
lish walnuts, almonds, filherts and
Br+z 1 nusa which we callel ¢igz
toex,”” and several large sticks of
canliv, red and white striped. C uld
we ever eat all of them? The raisina
wore somethinz new to us, b it we
tisted one to wee if thay were goa
and found that they were one of the
ma=f thinga that we had ever eaten
Chen we had to try some nuts. W
4+t6 on s and o »unted tosee how many
we had. Arter eating awhile we
got tired- and went back to bed and

alapt u short nap. Lisxten, what was
that unise? It was the fi-ing of gun«
D 4 vou ever heur 8o many in yonr

life? Then daylight oame, then
hreskfast,
Norw we mnskt run over to our

neizhbnra and tell them the wonder
fal things that gyod old Santa Clan~
wal brought us One little b y
<hnwed us somea fire orackbdrs. H-~
told up to get some fire and touach
that little atring, thatit would shoot
“Bung!’' And the little red stick
wa4d torn all $o pieces! We wonld
have willingly given all thut we got
in oar stocking for jost one little
pack of fire orackera.

We plaved around awhile and
went to our traps, for we had caught
a faw birds before. Then we ate
dinpner The afternoon freemed very
long and s8o-n after suns=et we went
to bad, sink and sleapv, just as thou
gands of children will d» this week.

Bat we wish youall a Merry Christ
mas and a Happy New Year

HArRYy FARMER.

COIm 4. 00-, N- c-
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Correspondence of The Progressive Farmer,

One of the aurest wars to suoccess
on the farm is to be sure that the
right variety is raisad so that the
high prices which are always paid
for the choicest cun be obtained.
Fruits, vegetubles, graine and other
farm products show a difference in
prices in the market which very
often settles the whole question of
profit and loss.

One particular variety will bringa
ocent or two more than any other,
and no matter how well we raise the
less popular arsicles we can never
hope to €qnal the popular ones. Thus
Danish- seed oabbages invariably
bring about a dollar a4 handred, or a
oent apiece more than the ordinary
cabbages, and it costs no more to
raise them. Itis true that a little
m- re is demanded for the seed, but
what a difference in the returms
when one is selling cabbages in the
market by the thousands.

White oniona early in the fall in-
variably bring rather more than red
or yellow, and yet ¢n many soils the
first produces just as good a crop as
tha other two. There is an equal
d fference between Huabbard and
Marrow squashes, and between tur
nips, tomatoes and lima heans. ’

This difforence in the aggregate is
80 great that if one will take a penoil
and paper and figure it out, there
" will be seen the exaoct reas )n why
failare instead of suoccess has come.
If one saved a few dollurs in the
spring in the purchasy of seed by
tuking the less popular Marieties, he
will now hnve to add to his returns
the extra amount that he wounld have
recei-ed had they all been of the
‘very best.

A ghod many farmers go upon the
theory that they kafw all about the
qualitiex of the different farm prod-
uots, and because they do not think
one variety any superior to anotaer,
the refore it is not worth paying the
extra price for the seed. That sort
of reascning is all rizht 8o long as
it is ocnfined to produocts raised for
the home table, but the m:n who is
raising farm prodacta for commercial
parposes, should not consult his in
dividoal preference It is simply
what the market demands. If omn-
samers are willing to pay a little
axtra for certa'n variety of fruit or
vegeta'tle, it ia the farmer's duty $o
rai=e that whether or not he om
gsiders it better. BSogie times it is
the appearance of a product that
own-e8 the extra price, and aga'n it
muy be & certain flivor or goalty
waich the grower might not like or
appreciate. It is to his interest,
*however, to raise it so long as the
demand coantinues. Therefore, =
s'udy n varieties jast nows might
prove a profitable business, Now is
the time to consider what varieties
commund the best prices in the mar
ket, 80 the reeds oun be purchased
uwnonther season in time. A little
study of that nature at this time of
the year might prove very profitable

by another fall.
8 U. Apams.

NORTH CAROLINA'S :MALL FRUITS,

Some idea of the importance
already assumed by the small fruit
cultare in this State may be had
from a statement ju+t published of
shiyments the pust season of straw-
berties alone from points below
Gldsboro on the Asélantic Coast Line
system..

The Carolina Fruit and Truck
Growers’ Journal, the « fi:ial organ
of the East Carolina Tru :k and Fruit
Growers’ Association, ocontuins a
tabulation of the total shipments of
stra» berries last season from the
various stations along the different
divirions of the Atlantic Coast Line
system in North Carolina and Bouth
Carolina.

The total number of orates shipped
during the season was 331,360, or an
aggregation of 10,903,520 quarts. Oo
the W. & W. Road, Ms. Olive leads
with 50,326 crates, Rose Hill follow
ing with 36,5679, Wallace, 34,375,
Teachey's, 29,124, Rocky Poins, 18,-
709 and Wilmington, coming seven-
teenth, with 1,351. Total from W.
& W. Road 264,518 orates.

On the W. C. & A. Road Chad
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Griste, 11.055, Flcrence, 1,997. Total
in all 43 343,

Yadkin Division, Atkinson, 3,990,
Carrie, 8,242, Montague, 1,695, Total
from A. & Y., 15 876.

The total shipment in refrigerator
care was 270,218 orates, express cars,
57,759, and ventilated cars 1,387.

This represents, for this crop alone
in that territory largely over one
million of d llurs income to the
growers. Besides strawberries the
«ame seotion ships various kinds of
early vegetables and other fruits,
and some portions ocotton. With
favorable seasons what a garden
spot this rsection is, to be sure.—
Raleigh Post.

GROW PECANS,

The moral pointed by the follow-

ing news item from the K.nston Free

Press is obvious:

A number of years ago the Btatd
Board of Agrioultare was urging the
farmers of this State to ret ant pecan
and other nat trees, especially recom-
mending pecans because ¢f their
peculiar adaptation to our = il and
climate, Tuesday we were shown
some of these home grown ypecans,
bought by a Kinston merchant from
& Jones county farmer, and wera
very much surprised at the rize and
quality of these nuta. They far sur-
pussed any variety ever seen in Kin.
ston before from anywhere, and sell
readily at 20 oents per pound. As
one tree wiil bear several bushels of
nuts, one can readily see whuit &
profit & grove of these trees would
give to tbe average farmer withous
searcely an¥ labor or exerss.

— o o g

BARRENNESS OF CORN AND WHEAT.

Unrrespondence of TheProgressive Farmer.

One of the greatest factors in the
produntion of corn and wheat ia the
relative amount of barrenne«s in the
stulks Every farmer is familiar
with fields of either grain which
promise an s bundant yield, hut when
tne counting of the hurvest is mude
there is a great® disappointment 1§
ia forund that thecrop was deceptive,
There was more etalk than grain,
Every third or fourth stulk in some
felds is barren. When gruin gets
do#«n to sunch a low state of produot-
ivity it is time that some other furm.
ing should be resorted to. Yetnots
few far ners face this orndition and
¢ ntinue t9 plant the same and hope
for better times. S me will lay the
nlame to the eoil, otbers to the sea-
son und a few to the seed or method
.0f cultivation. In my experience I
nave found that the reed is mire a$
fuult than anything else. Provide
reasonably fertile soil, and fair cul-
tivation, and good seed will produce
a pretty gocd orop, but on the finesg
soil and with the best of cultivation
run out seed will rimply increase the
stalk supply and not raise the yield
of grain ten bushels. It is not soil
or caltivation that will increuse the
yield uof poor seed, but new znd bet
ter seed.

Not all of us appreciate the power
of runping out that isunlways presensg
in seed. We plant it one or two sea-
sons, and succeed in raising good
crops. Unless gystematically im.-
proved by ‘‘breeding’’ seed, corn or
wheat will degenerate at leass ten
per cent. in a single vear. All of
our crops have been raised to theip
pre-ent high standard through arti.
ficial means of breeding and selec-
tion, and they will retarn to their
original state in a short time 1f no$
prevented by the very conditions
which raised them up. Now the
average fsrmer ocannot bree1 and
improve seed. Thatis not his work,
but he can insist that seed be sold to
him that has not been ran eunt. By
insisting upon wheat and corn tha$
represent the highest possible pro-
ductiveness, the farmer can increase
his yield per acre much better than
by spending anxious moments and s
good deal of money in fertilizing
and oultivating the fields. The one
absolute essential is wheat and corn
shat has been systematically bred
to the point where the highest pos-
sible returns can be had from every
single stalk that oomes up. We
want 1o barren stalks, or very few

at least. T. L. RippING.
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